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(831) 373-5238

www.alliancefisheries.com
February 13, 2008

The Honorable Sam Farr

1221 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Farr:

First, on behalf of all fishermen in the Central Coast region, we thank you for your December 13, 2007 letter to the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary regarding the possibility that the Sanctuary will seek to create new federal Marine Protected Areas under the authority of the National Marine Sanctuary Act or otherwise without the support of regional fishermen.  We know that you take the promise that was made to fishermen in the early 1990’s, that the Sanctuary would not create fishing regulations, very seriously.  We also know that you believe that marine resource management issues should be based on the best available science and not merely public opinion, or other special interests.  

We also want to brief you about an ACSF project with regard to the Sanctuary MPA issue, to bring forth the best available science on this topic.  Please find enclosed a copy of a scientific evaluation of the question… “Does the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary need additional MPAs in federal waters to realize its conservation goals and to assure ecosystem health?”  Also enclosed is a copy of the cover letter to this report sent to Sanctuary Superintendent Paul Michel and Pacific Fishery Management Council Chairman Don Hansen.  Also enclosed is a letter written by the ACSF to Superintendent Michel commenting at length about the Sanctuary’s deliberation on whether or not to continue an MPA planning process.

We feel that this science work on the fundamental need for additional MPAs question is top rate and was done by some of the best fishery biologists and marine scientists on the West Coast.  We hope that you will assign one of your staff members to review this report and to work with us as to how its conclusions can be integrated into Sanctuary resource management and Pacific Fishery Management Council actions.  We would also like to meet with you when you are next in-district to discuss the report findings.

Thank you for your consideration of these matters.

Sincerely,

Kathy Fosmark




Frank Emerson

Co-Chair, ACSF




Co-Chair, ACSF

Supporting Associations & Organizations


Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Association

Port San Luis Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Monterey Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Fishermen’s Association of Moss Landing

Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen’s Marketing Association

Half Moon Bay Fishermen’s Marketing Association

Fishermen’s Alliance

Western Fishboat Owners Association

Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Federation of Independent Seafood Harvesters

Golden Gate Fishermen's Association

Port San Luis Harbor District

City of Morro Bay Harbor

City of Monterey Harbor

Moss Landing Harbor District

Santa Cruz Port District

Pillar Pt. Harbor, San Mateo County Harbor District

C:
MBNMS Superintendent Paul Michel

