Editor:

Regarding “Feds Do Bare Minimum on Ocean Conservation”, the public should be reassured that we are doing a lot better here than the national average, although there are still things to be done.  The Monterey Sanctuary is a mixed bag.  It has assisted in improving water quality and public education, and of course the ban on oil; however, it has failed in providing coordinated resource management with the other agencies.  A good example of this is the silence of the Sanctuary as the State of California failed to coordinate its Marine Protected Area efforts with all of the existing fishery management.  This resulted in a State MPA network that is not as effective as it could be.  

In the article Julie Packard asserted that “fish populations continue to decline”.  This is really not correct, at least due to fishing.  Information is readily available on the NOAA Fishery website that shows that overfishing is not occurring here in central California.  There are problems with salmon, but this is not a fishing issue, this is a river habitat issue that fishermen would like to see solved.  This would be a good example of something that the Sanctuary could play a useful role in coordinating all local, state and federal agencies to improve salmon upland habitat.

Both Ms Packard and Mr. Panetta correctly recognize that ocean science is not being funded at nearly the needed level.  NOAA Fisheries budget was reduced by 46.8 million dollars from last year to the amount proposed for next year.  

There is still some regionalized pollution and other issues, but the overall state of the ecosystem is healthy and the public should be reassured.  

Kathy Fosmark

