Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries

256 Figueroa Street #1, Monterey, CA 93940 

(831) 373-5238

www.alliancefisheries.com
February 15, 2008

Anthony Botelho, President

Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments

P.O. Box 809

Marina CA 93933

Dear President Botelho:

The Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries is pleased to provide a copy of a scientific assessment made of the question…  “Does the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary need additional Marine Protected Areas to meet its conservation goals and assure ecosystem health?”  The scientific analysis of this question was conducted by some of the West Coast’s leading fishery biologists and marine scientists.

The conclusion of this comprehensive assessment is mostly good news for the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, the fishing community, and local civic leaders and the general public.  The conclusions are that fishing activities are now regulated to such a low level that there are no threats to the ecosystem made by these activities and the ecosystem is functioning as it should.  Additionally, the report notes that some 64% of the Sanctuary region is already in fishing restricted MPA status.  Finally, the report also documents some troubling news, that due primarily to increased regulations over the last ten years, the fishing industry in near collapse in this region.  This is an important development for fishermen directly, but also for this region, which is so reliant on the culture and heritage of fishing and fresh fish in local restaurants.  Our tourism economy may well be affected.

We would be happy to provide a briefing to the AMBAG board about this report, as well as more detailed information about what is occurring within the economy of fishing in this region.  Specifically, we want to draw your attention to the conclusion of the report that directs this report to the Pacific Fishery Management Council, which is the lawful agency that has the authority to create MPAs.  This referral to the Pacific Council for a decision on this issue is consistent with AMBAG policy which requests that the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary not create fishing regulations or change the Designation Documents to give it the authority over the Pacific Council to do so.  We hope that AMBAG will continue to support this position.

Sincerely,

Kathy Fosmark




Frank Emerson

Co-Chair, ACSF




Co-Chair, ACSF

Supporting Associations & Organizations


Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Association

Port San Luis Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Monterey Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Fishermen’s Association of Moss Landing

Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen’s Marketing Association

Half Moon Bay Fishermen’s Marketing Association

Fishermen’s Alliance

Western Fishboat Owners Association

Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Federation of Independent Seafood Harvesters

Golden Gate Fishermen's Association

Port San Luis Harbor District

City of Morro Bay Harbor

City of Monterey Harbor

Moss Landing Harbor District

Santa Cruz Port District

Pillar Pt. Harbor, San Mateo County Harbor District

Enclosures:
MPA Ecosystem Report
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