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April 17, 2008

Senator Daniel Inouye

United States Senate

722 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE:  Senate Bill 2635

Dear Senator Inouye, 

On behalf of the Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries, we must voice concern over one section of Senate Bill 2635.  The Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries is a regional organization representing fishermen from San Francisco, south through Port San Luis.  Our members fish in the waters of the Gulf of the Farallones and Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries.  

We’ve attached a copy of the testimony of Kathy Fosmark, given on the House version of this bill (HR1187).  On behalf of our organization, we ask that the amendments which we proposed in this testimony be considered for the Senate bill.  It is evident that it was not the intention of the bill’s authors in the House that the Sanctuary begin regulating fishing as a result of this Sanctuary expansion.  However, the language that exists in the Act does not provide sufficient protection from this.  Fishermen have direct experience with the Channel Islands and Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuaries, that show us that the Sanctuary Program is willing to break historical agreements made with the fishing community and create fishing regulations.

Thank you for considering the comments contained in this testimony and the specific amendment suggestions contained therein.

Sincerely,

Kathy Fosmark




Frank Emerson

Co-Chair, ACSF




Co-Chair, ACSF

Supporting Associations & Organizations


Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Association

Port San Luis Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Monterey Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Fishermen’s Association of Moss Landing

Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen’s Marketing Association

Half Moon Bay Fishermen’s Marketing Association

Fishermen’s Alliance

Western Fishboat Owners Association

Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’s Association

Federation of Independent Seafood Harvesters

Golden Gate Fishermen's Association

Port San Luis Harbor District

City of Morro Bay Harbor

City of Monterey Harbor

Moss Landing Harbor District

Santa Cruz Port District

Pillar Pt. Harbor, San Mateo County Harbor District

